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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Governor visit, summit highlight alternative energy
Alternative and renewable energy technologies took center stage at
Grand Valley last week, with a visit from Governor Jennifer Granholm
to a demonstration project in Ravenna and a summit that brought together members of the regional business community.
Granholm visited the $2.7 million manure-to-electricity plant at the
den Dulk dairy farm in Ravenna on March 10. The plant was built in
partnership with Grand Valley's Michigan Alternative and Renewable
Energy Center in Muskegon. Granholm has been touring alternative energy sites in the state as she promotes a proposal to establish a
requirement for 10 percent of the state's electricity to come from renewable sources by the year 2015.
Granholm addressed reporters during her visit, saying, "There is a jobs
opportunity with this and it has links to education as we need to train the
technicians to take care of these technologies. "
On March 11, more than 200 people gathered in the DeVos Center and
Kennedy Hall for the Alternative and Renewable Energy Summit. The
summit's goal was to energize and help West Michigan companies fully
understand the market opportunities of alternative and renewable energy
for the region 's economy.
Among the attendees were members of the manufacturing community, technology developers, supply chain providers, and execu-

Across Campus
Investigation of campaign
violations concludes
The independent investigation commissioned
by Grand Valley into allegations of campaign
finance violations by the director of the TRIO
program has concluded that there were minimal violations by her. It also uncovered violations by the employee who filed the original
complaint.
The university hired Alan Wilk of Dykema
Gossett PLLC of Lansing to look into allegations by Derrick Martin against Arneada
(Arnie) Smithalexander regarding the use of
university resources during her 2005 campaign
for the Grand Rapids Public School Board.
Smithalexander, as TRIO director, supervises
Martin, who was in a clerical position in that
office.
Wilk 's report stated that there is little evidence

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

/mad Mahawili, executive director of MAREC, right, talks to Governor
Jennifer Granholm in Ravenna. At left is Matt Mclagan, vice president
for University Relations.

tive managers. The event was a collaboration between the Seidman
College of Business, Padnos College of Engineering and Computing,
and the Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center. Other
partners included the Michigan Economic Development Corporation,
NextEnergy, The Right Place, Inc. and the West Michigan Strategic
Alliance.

···---------------------------

that the 2005 campaign documents contained
on a flash drive in question were created on
university computers by university personnel
during regular business hours.
The report states there is " some evidence of
minimal use of university staff for campaign
purposes," even though Smithalexander
emphasized to staff they should work as a volunteer outside of their university hours. The
hours charged to the university are difficult to
determine, and more investigation is needed to
calculate the amount. Smithalexander is prepared to reimburse the university.
"I feel vindicated by the report of the independent investigator," said Smithalexander.
"I have always been up front and honest with
Grand Valley about my campaign. I tried very
hard to keep that work separate from Grand
Valley. Since there was minimal use of some
Grand Valley resources, I will gladly repay it
from my own pocket."

The independent investigators found that
Martin sent e-mails , documents and photographs related to his campaign for the Grand
Rapids School Board using university equipment and his university e-mail account.
Grand Valley is seeking reimbursement from
Martin, who resigned his position.

Smoking Policy Committee
offers recommendations
Members of the Smoking Policy Committee
have come up with recommendations for a
new university smoking policy. Members
reviewed comments and suggestions from two
public forums and an online campus survey,
which had a response rate of 1,000 faculty and
staff members and 5,000 students.

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page I

Writing retreats scheduled

"The faculty, staff and student committee took this charge very seriously
and listened to the input from the survey, e-mails and forums in making
this recommendation," said Scott Richardson , associate vice president for
Human Resources. "Overall, we learned that most did not feel smoking
should be prohibited, just limited in a way that is respectful of non-smokers who do not want to be exposed to second-hand smoke. To do this, we
needed to go beyond the ordinances in Ottawa County and Grand Rapids,
but are recommending a policy that is good for Grand Valley at all of its
locations."

Faculty and staff members who are working on dissertations , book manuscripts, grant applications, or other writing projects are invited to attend
writing retreats at the Fred Meijer Center for Writing and Michigan
Authors in Lake Ontario Hall.
The first retreat is April 28-May 2, from 9 a.m .-5 p.m. ; a second retreat
will run August 4-8. Ellen Schendel, associate professor of writing and
director of the center, will facilitate the retreats. Meals, snacks and writing-related materials will be provided. There is no fee to participate.

Recommendations include no smoking within 25 feet of any building, no
smoking within 25 feet of Little Mac Bridge and no smoking at on-campus bus stops. Richardson said a smoke-free campus was considered, but
there wasn't enough support for it.

Registration is limited to 15 participants for each retreat. The deadline to
submit registration forms is April 14. The form and more information are
available online at www.gvsu.edu/wc.

The recommendations must be approved by the Senior Management Team
to take effect May 1. To see the full list of recommendations, visit www.
gvsu.edu/hro, then click on "Proposed Smoking Policy-2008" under News.

Host families needed for ELS students
The ELS Language Center is looking for host families for its international
students.

Board approves strategic positioning plan
The Board of Trustees approved a draft for Strategic Positioning 20 JO at
its February 29 meeting. The plan outlines the university 's mission , vision ,
goals and value statements through 2010. The university value statements
include a commitment to effective teaching, a liberal education, scholarship, service and diversity and community.
The goals include offering a high quality undergraduate and graduate education; creating a broad educational experience guided by a philosophy
supporting liberal education; contributing to the enrichment of society
by building collaborations; promoting inclusion, equity and intercultural
learning; creating a vibrant university culture that fosters an atmosphere of
inquiry and learning; effectively allocating financial resources; effectively
presenting the university 's image and advancing its reputation ; developing
and expanding relationships with current and new constituencies.

The center, now located in the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences,
is moving to offices on 48th Street in Allendale at the end of April. Many
ELS students will matriculate to Grand Valley after completing the intensive language program.
Host families are paid $515 each month for housing a student. Call Barb
Ellis at xl5720, or send an e-mail to bellis@els.edu for details.

For more information on the university 's Strategic Positioning 2010 visit
www.gvsu.edu/strategicplanning.

The center is also seeking volunteers to be conversation partners with students, helping them to practice English.
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GV Faces
Deborah Barko-Ledesma
Academic Coordinator
For most students, Grand Valley life is a transition
from high school to college; for Deborah BarkoLedesma, it was a transition from motherhood to
career woman.
Barko-Ledesma, academic department coordinator
for the School of Communications, began working at
Grand Valley in the early 1990s as a part-time staff
member for the ath letic department. She had worked
part time at the Grand Rapids YWCA. She appreciated the university's family-friendly policy.
"I'm grateful, even to this day, that if I ever needed
to be home for my children, I was encouraged to
do so," she said. "I didn 't have to feel guilty about
working full time."
Barko-Ledesma marvels at the growth of the School
of Communications since her start there.

GRAND VALLEYII
for the uni versity community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Grand Vall ey State Un iversity is an
affirmative action/equal opportuni1y in sti1u1ion.

"I even have the chance to get involved in theater
and film productions," she said, noting her speaking
bit in the 2007 film "To Live and Die in Dixie."

"In 1991, there were just under 500 students and
now there are near! y 1,600 students," she said.

Two of her children are Lakers: one of her daughters,
Kathryn Singer, grad uated with a business degree;
and her son, Charles Singer, is enrolled in the Padnos
College of Engineering and Computing.

The School of Communications has even outgrown
the office space it occupied on the main floor of
Lake Superior Hall. "The main office has moved
upstairs and it's so wonderful to be able to have large
windows to look out and see our beautiful campus,"
she said.

As a resident of Grand Rapids, Barko-Ledesma
prides herself in riding the bus to campus. "I know
it's not much, but it's a start for conserving energy,"
said Barko-Ledesma. " It involves a little more wa lking for me. I feel good about taking the bus."

GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow.

Grand Valley Maga zine is publ ished quarterly

Barko-Ledesma
is involved in the
union and other
campus committees. She served as
the Clerical, Office,
Technical Association
building representative and now serves
as the hospitality
contact person, handling illness and
bereavement communications on behalf of
Deborah Barko-Ledesma
the union. She is also
a volunteer for the
Faculty/Staff Campaign .
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What's Ahead
Retirement planning
sessions set
Sessions to help faculty and staff members
plan for retirement have been scheduled by the
Health and Wellness Department.
Dave Smith, benefits director, will answer questions about pensions and benefits after retirement. Two sessions are scheduled: March 18
in Kirkhof Center, room 104, and March I 9 in
the De Vos Center, University Club room. Both
meetings will run from noon-I p.m.
Lindsey Des Armo, health and wellness coordinator, will discuss how to stay healthy during
retirement years on March 25, noon-1 p.m. in
Kirkhof Center, room 104, and March 26, noon1 p.m. , in the DeVos Center, University Club
room.
Register for these sessions online at www.gvsu.
edu/healthwellness, and click on "Workshops
and Registration ," or call x 18011.

Women's History Month
events continue
Presentations on world theater and eating disorders continue this week, in recognition of
March as Women's History Month.
Kia Corthron, actress and playwright, will
discuss "Women in the World of Theatre" on
Tuesday, March 18, at 6 p.m. in room 204 of
the Kirkhof Center. Her presentation will focus
on women in theater, film and television .
Corthron, currently a writer for HBO's hit series
"The Wire," has received the AT&T On Stage
and the New Professional Theatre Playwriting
awards, among others. Her plays have been
published by the Dramatists Play Service as
well as numerous anthologies.
Buddy Howard will share his perspective on
his daughter 's recovery from an eating disorder
on Tuesday, March 18, at 7 p.m. in Loosemore
Auditorium at the De Vos Center. At the event,
Created, a new nonprofit group, will host the
"Great Jeans Giveaway." Jeans brought to the
lecture can be donated or sold during an auction ; proceeds will benefit the National Eating
Disorders Association.
The events are free and open to the public; for
more information , call the Women 's Center
at x l 2748. Many campus departments have
co-sponsored Women 's History Month events
including the Women's Center, Women's
Commission, Women and Gender Studies,
Office of Multicultural Affairs, Positive Black
Women, School of Communications, Latin
American Studies and Writing Department.

Awards ceremony
highlights campus women
The annual Celebration of Women Awards
Ceremony is planned for Wednesday, March
19, from noon-1:30 p.m. in the KirkhofCenter,
Grand River Room. The doors will open at
11 :45 a. m. and a light lunch will be provided.

Awards will be presented to students, faculty and staff members by the Women 's
Commission, Women and Gender Studies,
Positive Black Women and the Women 's Center.
Recipients include Carol Sanchez, professor of
management and director of international business programs, and Connie Ingham, academic
coordinator for the biology department.

known worldwide for her virtuosity as a classical and jazz flutist. In addition to her duties
at GVSU , Stagnitta is the flute instructor at the
Interlochen Arts Academy.
Admission is free. For more information call the
Department of Music at x13484.

RSVP by calling the Women 's Center at xi 2748
or sending an e-mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu.

Technology fair features
projects, speaker

Discounts available
for Broadway
Grand Rapids tickets

The seventh annual Teaching and Learning with
Technology Fair will include fac ulty projects,
breakout sessions and a keynote speaker who is
certified in whole brain technology.

Grand Valley is offering discounted seats for
Broadway Grand Rapids productions, including
the upcoming "Twelve Angry Men ," featuring
Richard Thomas.

The fair is set for Wednesday, March 26,
noon-4 p.m. in Mackinac Hall , room 2064, the
Language Resource Center. Mary Margaret
Cavera will discuss "How PowerPoint
Technology Can Be Used to Increase Learning"
at noon.

The production runs March 19-23 at the DeVos
Performance Hall in downtown Grand Rapids.
The Grand Valley discount is $ 12 for all tickets
(excluding top price level) ordered through the
2020 Information Desk at the Kirkhof Center.
For additional information call xl2020 or send
an e-mail to infodesk @gvsu.edu .

Inuit art exhibit closes
The exhibit of
Inuit Art from
the Dennos
Museum Center,
at Northwestern
Michigan
College in
Traverse City,
will close on
Friday, March
21.

Her lecture wi ll be followed by presentations
of the Pew Faculty Teaching with Technology
awards to Deborah Bambini , assistant professor
of nursing, and Deborah Harrington, assistant
professor of chemistry.
More information about the fair is availab le
online at www.gvsu.edu/it/itech.

Brothers debate
God, politics, culture

From the collection of the
Dennos Museum Center.

Display cases in Padnos Hall, containing about
15 items, have been on loan from one of the
largest and most historically complete collections of art by the native peoples of the
Canadian Arctic in the United States. The
exhibit is in connection with the International
Polar Year events planned throughout the past
year by the Regional Math and Science Center.

Flutist to perform debut
Grand Valley concert

Christopher and Peter Hitchens, both journalists and authors, couldn 't be more different and
are bitterly divided . A friend to both said, "one
is a conservative, traditionali st, church-going
Anglican ; the other a liberal, louche, drinkingand-smoking atheist."
The
Hauenstein
Center for
Presidential
Studies will
bring the
two togeth- Brothers Christopher, left, and
Peter Hitchens will debate each
er on a
other on April 3 at Fountain
stage for the Street Church.
first time
to debate
numerous issues, from religion to Iraq.
"Hitchens vs. Hitchens: On God , War, Politics,
and Culture" will take place Thursday, Apri l
3, at 7:30 p.m. at Fountain Street Church in
Grand Rapids. Tickets are $15 at the door, but
free tickets are available to students, faculty and
staff at 531 C De Vos, on the downtown campus.
A valid GVSU ID must be show n; limit two per
person.

The Artist-Faculty
Series, continues
on Saturday, March
22, featuring Nancy
Stagnitta, flute, and
Aviram Reichert,
piano. The concert
begins at 8 p.m. in
the Sherman Van
Solkema Recital
Hall , Performing
Arts Center, on the
Allendale Campus.
Nancy Stagnitta

The recital marks
the debut performance at Grand Valley for Stagnitta, who is

Christopher, who works in Washington, D.C. ,
has written 20 books including scathing critiques of Henry Kissinger, Bill Clinton and
Mother Teresa. Most recently, he wrote a book
on atheism, God is Not Great: How Religion
Poisons Everything. Younger brother Peter
works in England as a columni st for the Mail on
Sunday. He is author of The Abolition of Britain
and The Abolition of Liberty.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

8 p.m. : Free Play 11 presents "Real Quiet." 1600
PAC. Call x 13484 for more information.

Noon: Health and Wellness Di scussion Group.
What Daddies Do Best. 142 KC. Call xl8011
for more information.

Wed., March 19

2:30 p.m.: CLAS Faculty Research Colloquium.
308 PAD. Call xl2437 for more information.

Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through March 21
Building Hours: Inuit Art Exhibit. PAD. Call
x12515 for more information.

7 a.m.: Faculty & Staff Group Exercise: Cardio
Sculpt. Studio B 160, FH. Call x 12215 for
more information.

Through March 28

7:45 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
Institute for Healing Racism. 123 CHS (day l
of2). Call xl2215 for more information.

Gallery Hours: Art Exhibit, "Shifting Scale."
1121 PAC. Call xl2564 for more information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 167 LOH. Call
x 12204 for more information.

Tues., March 18
Noon: Health and Wellness Presentation. "Don't
Just Dream About Retirement, Plan for It," by
Dave Smith. 104 KC. Call xl2215 for more
information.
Noon : Arts at Noon Series presents Rocco Parisi,
bass clarinet. CDC. Call xl3484 for more
information.
3 p.m.: Retirement Party for Don Williams.
215/216 KC. Call xl3730 for more information .
6 p.m.: Women's History Month Event. "Women
in the World of Theater," by Kia Corthron.
204 KC. Call xl2748 for more information .
7 p.m.: Lost Wax/Found History. Frederik Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture Park, 1000 E. Beltline,
Grand Rapids. Call xl3231 for more information.
7 p.m.: Women 's History Month Event.
"Back from the Brink," by Buddy Howard.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl2748
for more information.

Noon : Health and Wellness Presentation. "Don't
Just Dream About Retirement, Plan for It,"
by Dave Smith. 107C DEV. Call xl2215 for
more information.
Noon: Celebration of Women Awards Ceremony.
Grand River Room , KC. Call x 12748 for
more information.

3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: "Stepping Back in
Time: Food Web Relationships in Modern
and Ancient Ecosystems," by Peggy Ostrom.
LMC , Muskegon. Call xl3749 for more information.
4:30 p.m.: Thursdays w/U. University Club
Room, DEV. Call x 16620 for more information .

Fri., March 21
l p.m.: Winter Allies and Advocates Training.
Laker Village South Community Center. Call
xl2215 for more information.

Sat., March 22
4 p.m.: Community Reading presentation , "The
Glass Castle," by Jeannette Wall s. 250 KC.
Call xl8655 for more information.
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series presents Adam
Liebert, violin, and Roger Moseley, piano.
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC.
Call x13484 for more information.

8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series presents Nancy
Sagnitta, flute , and Aviram Reichert, piano.
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC.
Call x 13484 for more information.

Sports

Thurs., March 20

Wed., March 19

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University C lub Room, DEV. Call x 17337 for
more information.

3 p.m.: Softball hosts Olivet College.

Fri., March 21
7:45 a.m .: Human Resources Excellence Series.
Institute for Healing Racism. 123 CHS (day
2 of 2).

3 p.m.: Men 's tenni s hosts Ferris State
University.

---------------------------•••--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Amy Matthews, associate professor of psychology and START project director, was interviewed by the Detroit Free Press for a story
about students with autism being successful in
college.
Roger Moiles, adjunct instructor of political science, was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a story
about the Ohio and Texas primaries.
Ron Dahlin , golf course superintendent for
the Meadows, was interviewed by Golfdom
Magazine for a story about the new Michigan
Golf Course Superintendents Association.
Rick Rediske, senior research scientist at the
Anni s Water Resources Institute, was inter-

viewed by the Muskegon Chronicle for a story
about Great Lakes fish and toxins.

Sketches
Jason Crouthamel, assistant professor of hi story, wrote an article, "Male Sexuality and
Psychological Trauma: Soldiers and Sexual
Disorder in World War I and Weimar Germany,"
published in the Journal of the History Sexuality.
Movement science faculty members Mary
Schutten and Mike Roskamp, along with 35
students, advocated for school health and physical education legislation in Lansing, as part of
the annual Legislative Education Day event
sponsored by several state agencies.

Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, wrote an article,
"Nutrient Bioassays of Plankton Biomass and
Metabolism in an Urbanized Drowned Ri verMouth Lake (Mona Lake, Michigan)" publi shed
in the Journal of Freshwater Ecology. AWRI
staff members Alan Steinman , Lori Nemeth ,
Ying Hong and Scott Kendall were co-authors.
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, was elected president of the Michigan Chapter of the American
Fisheries Society.
Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology,
was named College Teacher of the Year by the
Michigan Science Teachers Association .

